
 
 

Thursday, August 26, 2021, Texas Supreme Court Ruling – AHISD Update 

On Saturday, August 21, our Trustees unanimously approved a temporary three-week 
mask requirement in an attempt to mitigate the increasing number of positive cases on 
our campuses. In addition to the three-week mandate, a recommendation was upheld to 
responsively make decisions after that three-week period regarding the use of masks 
based on data regarding campus positive cases. 
 
We explained our key objective was to keep our students learning and teachers 
teaching in all of our AHISD classrooms. We shared data to demonstrate that based on 
our experience last year, our ability to effectively offer programming and services to our 
students was significantly strained when case numbers resembled the current positive 
case numbers on our campuses after just our first week of school. 
 
We reported that last year, on day five of in-person school when we were wearing 
masks, we reported three active COVID cases compared to the thirty that we reported 
on day five of this year. As of today, we have 38 students who are at home with a 
positive case of COVID and 92 students who are quarantined for close contact 
exposure because they were not wearing a mask last week. That means we have 124 
total students who are not in our classrooms learning as of today. It is also important to 
note that we know masks are working to decrease our campus close contact exposure 
numbers.  At the high school, for example, we report only 1 new close contact exposure 
this week versus 68 last week because of this week's mask requirement. 
 
We also reported that over the course of last year while students and staff were wearing 
masks, we documented 2 total cases of campus-spread over the entire year. This year, 
in our second week of school, we’ve documented campus-spread on two of our 
campuses as well as breakthrough cases in vaccinated students and staff members, 
prior to the wearing of masks this week. 
 
Based on today’s Supreme Court stay order against the Bexar County Court temporary 
injunction, our local AHISD mask requirement is no longer enforceable.  This does not 
change the need for us to use all the tools that helped us keep our schools open 
last year, including the wearing of masks. 
 
The Supreme Court ruling has taken away local discretion to responsively make 
decisions based on data and metrics in local communities.  And although our mask 
requirement will not be in effect beginning tomorrow, due to this most recent order, I 
urge our community to continue to follow the practice of masking indoors on all 



of our campuses. Help us work the plan approved by our own Trustees to protect our 
students and staff in our schools. I remind you of the following: 
 

• Students who wear a mask will not be subject to quarantine after close contact 
exposure 

• Students who are vaccinated will not be subject to quarantine for close contact 
exposure 

The numbers make a clear case for how learning is disrupted for our AHISD students 
when masks are not utilized as a mitigation tool.  Please support our efforts in keeping 
schools open by insisting that your child wear a mask while they are indoors on our 
campuses. I continue to be hopeful that through a community commitment for the next 
few weeks, we could be in a much better place where masks will not be as critical. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Dana Bashara 
Superintendent 
Alamo Heights Independent School District 
 


